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1 going into that larger picture that I think 

2 Councilman Carroll was speaking to earlier. So 

3 they're separate for management purposes/ but in 

4 terms of hydrology and hydrologic considerations/ 

5 no/ they're connected and they communicate. And 

6 it's -- I don't think the Commission has ever said 

7 that they don't communicate. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: In the numeric model/ then/ along 

9 with what you said/ will �t�h�e�r�~� be a clearer picture 

10 that we would have of the interconnectedness of 

11 these two systems? 

12 MR. TRIBBLE: Certainly one of the things that we would be 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

,18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

looking at was how pumpage from one set of wells 

will affect other wells in other areas, and when we 

build our model it's -- will not -- it's not 

predicated on the'delineation of the aquifer systems 

as they currently are. It's going to be based on 

what we know about the local geology/ the 

distribution of rainfall and recharge. So we'll 

start tp answer some of these questions/ and I think 

where maybe there's a little bit of confusion is how 

does this model play into the process of the Water 

Commission in allocating water/ and there have been 

instarices in the past where numeric models have been 

used to reevaluate sustainable yields in aquifers 
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1 and it's not beyond the realm of at least my 

2 conception that at some point for certain areas, 

3 given sufficient information, the Water Commission 

4 may choose to say we now are going to regulate based 

5 on a numeric model rather than an analytical model. 

6 Obviously that depends on where we are a couple 

7 years down the road. But I think that might answer 

8 some of the questions that the -- the Board has --

9 you've had this morning. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: The -- and along with that I think 

11 one of my personal concerns is that, of course, in 

12 an attempt to really regulate or at least maintain a 

13 level that is below the 18 million gallon per day 

14 draw down, that some of the draw may be shifted to 

15 Waihee. Now, I saw what the triggers were upon 

16 designation of Waihee. Is there any concern on your 

17 part that there will be additional pressure put on 

18 the Waihee Aquifer pumpage in an attempt to I guess 

19 mi tigate some of the impa'cts are that existing in 

20 lao? 

21 MR. TRIBBLE: Are you asking me or Roy? 

22 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Well, it doesn't matter. If you 

23 both want to answer, that's fine. 

24 MR. TRIBBLE: I think right now we're collecting data at a 

25 monitoring well in the Waihee Aquifer. It shows 
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1 that in response to the pumping that's going on that 

2 water levels are declining and at this point we 

3 couldn't say whether they're going to meet the 

4 trigger or not. 

5 MR. HARDY: Yeah, I mean, obviously they have shifted in 

6 the past several years more pumpage into Waihee, so 

7 that is occurring. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So we could see that actually come 

9 down as a particular designation as well if lao 

10 MR. HARDY: Yeah, if more and more reliance is put upon 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Waihee and the triggers and the water levels that 

we're observing -- you have to remember, of course, 

this is a new area that they're starting to get 

into. If the water levels start behaving in ways 

that are concerning or they drop below this six-foot 

level which the Commission set, then, yeah, that 

could be designated as well. 

COUNCIL,MEMBER JOHNSON: ' Okay. Something that you had said 

and I believe -- I don't know if it was just during 

questioning, but you made reference to the Puukukui 

watershed area, I believe, and, I don't know,I 

think it was you, Mr. Tribble, that made reference 

to that. Because we're on the other side of the 

mountain in West Maui, which is where I live, I have 

been to the Puukukui area. I've seen that it is 
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1 it's a sponge. It collects water and some of it 

2 goes to lao and some of it comes to west Maui. Is 

3 there any impact on that whole watershed area as it 

4 relates to lao and also connecting to West Maui that 

5 would also have an impact on how the distribution 

6 would be occurring in West Maui and is there any 

7 potential for a wider area' of designation depending 

8 on how the watershed is actually performing? 

9 Because we have had a drought for quite a while and 

10 my concern is that all of the development that's 

11 occurring now, there's a loc of concentration in 

12 Central. Now, if that development shifts over to 

13 areas that are not designated but still have this 

14 interconnected water system or one source, how, in 

15 your opinion, would that play out? And is there any 

16 potential that that area-would then be designated as 

17 well? 

18 MR. TRIBBLE: Yeah, let me start with a little bit of 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

background. One of the reasons that the issues in 

lao are -- are where they are today is because we've 

had a long cooperative relationship with both the 
, 

Water Commission and the Maui Department of Water to 

collect basic hydrologic data in that area. We also 

do some of that in the West Maui area. The 

difference is that we've ~lso initiated -- we've had 
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1 a program to interpret that da,ta and we put it out 

2 on ~he web and everybody can see it and it's been 

3 largely the visibility of the trends in lao that 

4 have got things to where they are today, whether 

5 that's good or bad is not for me to say. 

6 I would say that with Lahaina, I don't we 

7 haven't been keeping track of trends. Now, so I 

8 can't really tell you where you are with regard to 

9 the status of what water resources Lahaina. I'm 

10 sure Roy, because he has to track these things, is a 

11 little bit ahead of that. There is connection, say, 

12 between lao and Waihee. The effect of pumping a 

13 well in lao and Waihee on West Maui is -- the cone 

14 of depression will not reach across the mountain 

15 crest. It will hit the ocean before that. Does 

16 that -- does that help? 

17 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes, it does, because then 

18 basically you're looking at the interconnectedness 

19 through the geologic structure underneath. 

20 MR. TRIBBLE: That's correct. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: And not where -- which direction 

22 the water flows in. 

23 MR. TRIBBLE: Well, we're using the geologic structure to 

24 

25 

determine which way the water will flow. And I 

guess the other thing is with the model that we're 
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1 doing the large scale, the head and shoulders model 

2 will provide some basic information, then to give 

3 you some idea of how things are working over in West 

4 Maui, it wouldn't have the resolution to be a good 

5 management tool like we're intending to construct 

6 fpr the lao, Waihee, Central Maui area. But it 

7 would get you part of the way there. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, thank you. Did you have 

9 anything further? 

10 MR. HARDY: Well, as far as --

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. 

12 MR. HARDY: As far as designation, certainly, you know, 

13 new information comes in, red flags are raised, 

14 wells are salting up more, water levels are 

15 dropping, then, sure, it could be designated as well 

16 over there. I think with this effort of the numeric 

17 model, that will give us even better information to 

18 look at, gee, maybe that sustainable yield numbers 

19 we have for the Lahaina area are too high or maybe 

20 they're too low. It's hard to tell without going 

21 through this -- this higher level of understanding. 

22 and looking at the situation. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: And my concern also stems from the 

24 

25 

fact that there we have two private water systems, 

rather large, Kaanapali Water Company and also the 
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1 Kapalua or Maui Land & Pine operation. That, I 

2 guess, is one of the things that I'm looking at, and 

3 how do we protect ourselves in that area from a 

4 similar situation where with much drought going on 

5 and salinity levels continuing to rise, at least 

6 from what I'm able to determine, how do we protect 

7 ourselves? Because that,is huge revenue production 

8 area in West Maui, and if we're put at risk, then 

9 that also means there are consequences for the 

10 economic picture for the whole County. So that's 

11 why I'm trying to make I guess a -- some type of 

12 determination of where we're going and how can we 

13 prevent ending up in a similar situation to where we 

14 are in Central. 

15 I had one other question, and that was I 

16 think it was the Water Resource Development Plan 

17 that you were using, I believe Molokai as a -- an 

18 example when they didn't have it, you considered the 

19 input from the community. Now, to my knowledge 

20 and perhaps George can shed light on this -- we 

21 don't have that either. So is that why in one of 

22 your bullet points you kind of said, well, these are 

23 all of the areas of input that we will gather 

24 information from and consider? 

25 MR. HARDY: Right. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. 

2 MR. HARDY: Right~ and, yeah, the more effort you put into 

3 the Water Use and Development Plan, the better it is 

4 for yourselves. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Have you made any kind of an 

6 attempt to just give a time line to our Board of 

7 Water Supply or our Water Department as to when you 

8 would like to see that or haven't you had that type 

9 of input? 

10 MR. HARDY: Yeah-- yeah, that's getting to the planning 

11 side. There's a framework that the Commission has 

12 come up with, and the Water Use and Development Plan 

13 is supposed to be a living document updated every so 

14 many years, although that's -- I think it's a little 

15 bit behind schedule in every county on that, problem 

16 being, you know, where's the resources that do this 

17 comprehensive planning, tying water with development 

18 plans, hence Water Use and Development Plans. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. My other question is 

20 to George, and do you have any idea in terms of time 

21 line you just heard the question I asked -- as to 

22 when we might ~xpect to see that plan or where you 

23 are in terms of the status of it? 

24 MR. TENGAN: Yes, we're currently trying to finish up the 

25 Lanai plan, and then following that we'll be working 
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1 on the p~an for Maui. I can't give you any time 

2 line right now, though. 

3 COUNCILM~MBER JOHNSON: ?kay, and this last question would 

4 be t6 Mr. Miskae, and you heard some of the concerns 

5 that I have, Mr. Miskae, in terms of development now 

6 shifting to areas that perhaps wouldn't be subject 

7 to the kinds of open-ended question of whether 

8 they'll have water or not, because West Maui has not 

9 been designated, Hana's not been designated, other 

10 areas of this County are outside that designation 

11 area. In your view, will development then be put 

12 into those areas or will pressure be put into areas 

13 that do not have designation, and if so, what is 

14 your take on how this will be addressed by the 

15 Administration? 

16 MR. MISKAE: Member Johnson, I think this goes back to 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

what my opening remarks tried to address, and that 

is" the idea or the notion of a manage and directed 

growth strategy. Obviously one of the -- one of the 

obvious resources that is -- that we need to support 

development is water, but thete are a number of 

other public services as well that obviously need to 

be supplied, you know, to have orderly development. 

So in terms of where we're going to direct 

development, I think that for -- in a large part 
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1 

2 
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22 

23 

24 

25 

depends upon the availability of the resources. 

There may very well be in one area over capacity in 

one particular resource and an under capacity in 

another/ and I think that through work through this 

Council and the Administration we're going to have 

to balance these out in order that we can direct 

development and direct where our resources are going 

to be tapped. 

The fact that this particular resource has 

been designated/ I don't think is a real surprise to 

anyone. I mean/ it's not like this just all of a 

sudden/ wow/ it's been designated. I mean/ we've 

known for a long time that this resource is being 

becoming very close to its sustainable yield/ and 

the Water Department and the Board of Water Supply 

has been working very/ very hard to try and resolve 

some of these challenges through the development of 

other sources. North Waihee is of course one 

answer/ tapping the lao Stream is another. 

So I think we're going to have to try and 

balance out how we're going to direct growth through 

this strategy process that we've now started with. 

We've -- we've done a carrying capacity analysis of 

the majority of our resources. We are going to be 
, 

presenting a carrying capacity analysis for South 
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1 Maui to the Maui Planning Commission on the 12th of 

2 August in a PowerPoint presentatiqnwhich we hope 

3 will be user friendly. We intend to do a West Maui 

4 analysis not long after that. 

5 So I think these will start giving our 

6 decision makers a better picture of what they have 

7 available and exactly how we can start directing 

8 development to I think probably address in advance 

9 the challenges'of designation. Because I don't 

10 think that we want designation. I mean, this is a 

11 home rule issue that all of us wrestle with, but, I 

12 mean, it's kind of a wake-up call, but we knew this 

13 in advance. As I said, it wasn't a matter of if. 

14 It was a matter of when. So I think that we will be 

15 working towards doing this managed and directed 

16 growth strategy. 

17 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I really appreciate your comments, 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Mr. Miskae, because I think that even in spite of 

the fact that this was common knowledge and it's 

been out tHere for a long while, this dialogue has 

been ongoing, it always puzzles me when we know this 

information, we still continue to develop in areas 

that are going to put increasing amounts of pressure 

on the resource itself. So I think that's perhaps 

some of the frustration, Mr. Chair, in this actual 
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1 petition for designation being launched by the Maui 

2 Meadows Homeowners Association or by Mr. Williamson. 

3 So I hope that having heard what you've said, Brian, 

4 that we will also focus on no longer reacting to 

5 development, but actually taking a proactive stance, 

6 and it kind of sounds like that is the approach that 

7 you're taking in that regard with regard to 

8 development. Because so many times it's been just, 

9 well, the development is coming forward and we just 

10 simply react to is without having a plan or a growth 

11 strategy as to what's going to be developed. So I 

12 thank you. 

13 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Member Johnson. Members, we're 

14 kind of like fighting the clock at this particular 

15 point. I would, however, like to offer the 

16 opportunity for the Chairman of the Water Board to 

17 ask -- ask his questions, if they had not already 

18 been asked, and soon after he is complete with his 

19 questions, I'd like to open the floor again for a 

20 few more minutes to the members who would like to 

21 ask specific .questions of the Department. 

22 MR. HlRANAGA: Thank you, Mr. Chair, for inviting me to be 

23 

24 

25 

a member of this panel. I guess the events of the 

past week have been a bit of a surprise for me, but 

the Board of Water Supply will be tentatively 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



WR 7/30/03 112 

1 scheduling a special meeting next week Thursday, at 

2 which time the Director will be updating us on the 

3 issues regarding designation. So at this time I 

4 will be reserving any questions. Thank you. 

5 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much, Mr. Hiranaga, and thank 

6 you for taking the time for coming -- for coming and 

7 joining us. Member Tavares. 

8 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, thank you, and I don't know if 

9 you were going to go back in order or whatever, but 

10 I had another question for our resource people from 

11 Oahu. 

12 CHAIR MATEO: Go ahead. 

13 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES,: The Director was talking about the 

14 Waikapu Well and design and the lao tank site. How 

15 is that going to help the lao Aquifer when they're 

16 both in the lao Aquifer? Do you see that that makes 

17 sense to do that or should we be looking elsewhere 

18 for new sources? 

19 MR. HARDY: Well, it does, again, spread out the pumpage, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

even if it is the same pumpage, so that bodes well 

for existing sources as well. As far as increasing 

use above what's -- the 18 now, be a better 

situation to have more wells and try to increase up 

to -- into 20 than to try and use your existing 

wells and then try pump those up to 20. So it's a 
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1 good thing, but again, subject to" the 

2 20-million-gallon-per-day sustainable yield that's 

3 in existence right now. 

4 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So this is -- putting these things in 

5 is like equivalent of finding new source? ' 

6 MR. -HARDY: It's spreading out the pumpage, giving you 

7 more flexibility to protect the infrastructure 

8 that's in place right now. 

9 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So what's the difference between one 

10 pump that pumps 18 million gallons a day and ten 

11 pumps that totally pump 18? 

12 MR. HARDY: You have a better situation with ten pumps. 

13 Yqu won't be stressing -- of course assuming these 

14 ten are spread out, they're not all ten within ten 

15 feet of each other in a battery, but, yeah, you 

16 certainly don't want to -- like I said, it doesn't 

17 rain in one spot. You cannot pull all the water out 

18 from one well. You'll salt up that well before you 

19 ever reach that -- you know, the total contribution 

20 of recharge. 

21 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah t I can see that the chloride 

22 levels would rise --

23 MR. HARDY: Right. 

24 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: -- more drastically because of the 

25 coning that you have --
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1 MR. HARDY: Right. 

2 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: -- with one or wells in one placer 

3 but it almost seems to me like rather than spending 

4 the money and the effort in the same aquifer r that 

5 we should spend the money and effort to create a new 

6 resource r a new source outside of the lao Aquifer. 

7 MR. HARDY: Yeah r that would be even further spreading 

8 your pumpage. 

9 VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeahr okay. All rightr thank you. 

" 

10 CHAIR MATEO: Member Nishiki. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Yeahr I also echo the same concern 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that Charmaine brings outr and I want to justify 

this by asking you experts a question. Despite that 

we've been continually pumping r you know r to your 

concern about this aquifer r I see one thing that has 

stayed constant r which is the -- what you call the 

water levels. Water levels haver what you said r 

dropped. Can you explain to us in plain language? 

Because I think that as decision makers we ain't 

getting it. We are not getting it. And this is my 

concern. Wha.t is happening when you say water 

levels? Because I understand that means that there 

is more salt and the quality of our water is -- ,is 

not getting better. It's not recharging. 

Explanation r please. 
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1 MR. TRIBBLE: Certainly. The aquifer from which most of 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

- 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this water is being withdrawn is a dynamic 

there's a dynamic flow of water through the ground 

of freshwater that is coming from -- basically 

coming from the mountains, going up enter'ing the 

ground largely mauka, and then flowing makai through 

the ground and discharging at the coast. That water 

displaces the seawater that would otherwise be 

there. So that's why they refer to that as a 

freshwater lens. When you pump from the freshwater 

part of the aquifer, two things happen. The 

freshwater -~ the top of the freshwater table goes 

down, and that gets back to the water levels. The 

other thing that happens is that's mirrored by a 

thinning of the bottom, the bottom part where the 

water goes from fresh to salty comes up, and that's 

the real concern. Because as that lens thins, that 

water level, that transition zone between fresh and 

salty water can get to the bottom of the production 

wells. And so the well that was previously pumping 

freshwater, you will start to see a slow but steady 

increase in the salinity of the water. In other 

words, there's no shortage of fresh -- there's no 

shortage of water. There is a shortage of 

freshwater, and if the water is not pumped carefully 
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1 and the pumpage is not spread out over a large area, 

2 then the salinity will get into the bottom of the 

3 wells and that's obviously a drinking supply 

4 problem. Does that help? 

5 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And in all your historical data, 

6 this has been your concern, that this water,level is 

7 dropping or has not gone up. You've seen it go down, 

8 and not gone up anymore. 

9 MR. TRIBBLE: On a long-term basis, that's correct. 

10 There's annual wiggles and waggles, and you can see 

11 that in the graph. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Right. 

13 MR. TRIBBLE: But over the long term, the history of 

14 pumping in lao has resulted in a long-term ,decline 

15 in the water levels, and in the one well where we 

16 have -- where we can see the transition zone, you 

17 can see the transition zone rising. And 

18 furthermore, there have been some production wells. 

19 They may not have been appropriately constructed, 

20 but nevertheless, production wells that were 

21 initially fresh or relatively low salinity that have 

22 been taken out of production because of rising 

23 salinity. ' 

24 COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: And I think this is a good 

25 question to ask Mr. Mateo in lieu of what Riki has 
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1 brought up earlier todaYt whether it's going to make 

2 good sense to spend taxpayers' money in these areas 

3 where we have this past historYt or we should get 

4 out of this aquifer and go look somewhere else where 

5 we won't face this situation. Thank you. 

6 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you t Mr. Nishiki. We're going to go 

7 to Mr. Hokama and followed by Chairman Kane. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman t I would ask t since time 

9 is -- is approaching basically our deadline t that I 

10 would request you to put forward a request to find 

11 out what is the existing allocations with the 

12 existing and current Water Use Development Plan as 

13 it regards to this lao Aquifer situation t and 

14 second t whether or not your Committee on behalf of 

15 the Council should consider revising allocations of 

16 potable water within the affected regions. 

17 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. Thank you t Mr. Hokama. Member 

18 Kane. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yeah t just real brief t and for a 

20 couple of clarifications. The trigger was 18 

21 million t Mr. Hardy. 

22 MR. HARDY: Correct. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: And so I'm -- I think what was 

24 

25 

brought up about the reservation component and the 

possible conflict there to accommodate the 
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1 additional 400,000 gallons per day from the 

2 reservations and to accommodate those reservations, 

3 which came in prior to the 21st, but you folks, 

4 although the 18 million was the trigger, we still 

5 can use up to 20 million gallons? Can you clarify 

6 that? Or are we locked in at now -- we only can use 

7 18 million, even if there's 20 million in the 

8 aquifer? 

9 MR. HARDY: In terms - - yeah, in terms of --

10 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: In defining 

11 MR. HARDY: Sorry. In terms of defining existing uses, 

12 yeah, locked into the 18. There's this two 

13 additional up to the 20, which should be available 

14 for future uses. So whether or not these 

15 reservations are considered future or they're 

16 considered through the debate as part of existing I 

17 guess remains to be seen, but 18 I would think would 

18 be clearly existing uses. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. 

20 MR. HARDY: And you can pump up to 20. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Yeah, and that up to 20, from your 

22 perspective, from the Commission's perspective is 

23 considered future use? 

24 MR. HARDY: Yes. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay, great. Thanks for that 
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1 clarification. The other clarification was from my 

2 conformance question, and there's some other 

3 comments I think specifically the question was how 

4 much is coming out? I think Member Nishiki asked, 

5 and response was between a half million and a 

6 million gallons is coming out from all the other 

7 users, private guys. Those numbers, are those 

8 those are from self -- it's a self-enforcement 

9 program, right? ' I mean, they're the ones that are 

10 giving you the numbers. It's not like you have a 

11 meter that you folks designate, put it on the pump; 

12 and you folks get to go over there. Like how the 

13 meter guy comes to my house and checks how much 

14 water I use, do you folks do the same thing? 

15 MR. HARDY: We have -- in the last designation proceeding 

16 we did visit everyone to see what the status was of 

17 their wells. You know, some people have meters, 

18 some don't, obviously. But just to get an idea how 

19 accurate these numbers we're getting, but in that 

20 sense, yeah, they're self policing. I mean, they're 

21 taking the measurements, but no, we don't have the 

22 resources to go out and" you know, every month see 

23 what they're doing. We rely heavily on the user 

24 themselves to report. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Okay. Thank you. And the final --

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



WR 7/30/03 120 

1 and this is the actual -- one question, based on 

2 those clarifications, comes into the financial 

3 status or support to the Commission in light of the 

4 current fiscal policy that our current 

5 Administration has. How does that impact you folks 

6 in your performance in dealing with designated 

7 areas, including lao, as well as others? 

8 MR. HARDY: Well, it makes it tougher. One thing, just 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

for your information as well on the -- this is the 

staff level. It hasn't been brought before the 

Commission, but what we want to put, forward, 

especially in this situation with Maui, is to ask 

for some, again, partnership and help in the matter. 

I mean, you guys live here. You have people in the 

Department of Water Supply who under the authority 

of the Commission, the Commission could say we need 

to get onto your property to take a look at your 

meters, are they functioning properly? Can in any 

way the County, you know, provide us some manpower 

to go and help us with this verification, rather 

than, you know, the one or two people we have in our 

office, you know~ fly over for a few days and try to 

take a look. You folks are here every day, so 

that's one thing we're trying to work up at least 

internally and we're hoping to propose to you guys 
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1 in some fashion. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Has there ever been any talk of an 

3 actual dismantling of the Commission on Water 

4 Resource Management Division out of the Department 

5 of Land and Natural Resources? Are you aware of any 

6 discussion whatsoever of a dismantling of the whole 

7 body? 

8 MR. HARDY: I think the current Administration has made 

9 that made that clear. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

11 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. Mr. Molina. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Chairman. I have one 

13 question. I'll keep it brief. I know we're under 

14 time constraints here. My understanding is Oahu and 

15 Molokai, both those islands, the entire islands, are 

16 under -- are State management area -- water 

17 management areas. Based on the growth projections 

18 and weather patterns, I,don't know if maybe 

19 Mr. Tribble wants to contribute to answering this 

20 question, do you foresee Maui in an immediate near 

21 future as being a State Water Management Area, the 

22 whole island? 

23 MR. HARDY: The whole island? I don't -- I don't think 

24 

25 

so, not -- not to the extent Oahu and, well, even 

Molokai. There could be argument made to 
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1 undesignate portions of Molokai, and Oahu itself, 

2 the Waianae Coast is not. designated. So, yeah, at 

3 this time we don't see any indications that the 

4 entire island of Maui would become designated. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. And I bring that up because 

6 I know on the east side of the island is a lot of 

7 water, but being that the matter is tied up in 

8 litigation, I was thinking that, you know, if it 

9 doesn't happen where we can get water from East 

10 Maui, then it could put the rest of the island as a 

11 possible --

12 MR. HARDY: Yeah, in terms of designation as a groundwater 

13 management area, that's -- that's what I'm 

14 answering. In terms of surface water, though, 

15 that's different. The in-stream protection program, 

16 ih-stream flow standards, in essence the entire 

17 State is already designated surface water-wise 

18 because you have to set these -- you have to amend 

19 these in-stream flow standards. If you want to take 

20 more from the streams, you've go to go through this 

21 process, which, by the way, is actually a lot more 

22 ,difficult than a water management area. So for all 

23 practical purposes, State surface water is 

24 designated. Groundwater, no. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, thank you. 
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1 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Molina. 

2 Gentlemen, I'd like to get my two cents in as 

3 well before we close, so I'm going to ask just two 

4 questions, one to Mr. Tribble and the other to 

5 Mr. Hardy. And, you know, like first of all, we've 

6 heard for a real long time that total MGDs available 

7 for the aquifer was 20. Fact or fiction? And will 

8 your study that you're working on now, will that 

9 actually address and come up with a realistic 

10 number, whether 20 is what we should be working with 

11 or is that really a conservative number? 

12 MR. TRIBBLE: I'm going to say unknown. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah, that's why I'm asking. 

14 Unknown. 

15 MR. TRIBBLE: It's not known. One thing to consider is 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the concept of sustainable yield is based on a fixed 

number, because that's -- it's easy to get your 

handle on. In reality, and this gets to the 

discussion of distribution of wells, the amount of 

water you can get out of an aquifer is largely 

dependent on how you distribute your wells. And so 

if you want to have a fixed number, you -- you need 

to do two things. One is you need to accept that 

actually your real number is unknown, and secondly, 

you need to define what your infrastructure is, and 
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1 that's why with the model you can -- there will be 

2 no single number for sustainable yield if you 

3 regulate strictly on a model. And that's one of the 

4 policy challenges I think the Commission has. 

5 CHAIR MATEO: Okay, thank you. Mr. Hardy, are there is 

6 the Commissinn currently working on specific 

7 conditions that will be levied on the County insofar 

8 as items that they must meet or address with 

9 designation and is there a timetable for those 

10 pending conditions? 

11 MR. HARDY: Well, other than the participation in the 

12 process itself approving these water use permits, 

13 but also as a potential permit holder, typically 

14 water use permits come attached with I think it's up 

15 to 23 standard conditions, which basically are a 

16 reflection of the Water Code and responsibilities, 

17 things like you need to report, you know/ you cannot 

18 exceed your allocation, and so forth. You are 

19 subject to the Department of Hawaiian Homelands, 

20 things of that nature. So, yeah, there are a lot of 

21 conditions that are attached to the permit, as well 

22 as your participation in the process. 

23 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. 

24 Members, time flies when you're having fun. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, Chairman. 
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1 CHAIR MATEO: Yeah. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: One last question because of what 

3 you asked Mr. Tribble. Sustainable yield/ we've 

4 heard the Chairman bring up 20 million gallons. In 

5 your definition/ that is all potable or drinking 

6 water or that includes a potential or a percentage 

7 of brackish water in that sustainable yield number? 

8 MR. TRIBBLE: My understanding is the sustainable yield 

9 numbers being used now are based on potable water. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: That's potable water? 

11 MR. HARDY: In the Water Resource Protection Plan/ the 20 

12 isn't specifically ,potable. It's water of some 

13 utility/ meaning it could be brackish/ that you 

14 could use it for irrigation/ but it's not so 

15 brackish that it be unusable/ so it does include 

16 brackish water that's non-potable. 

17 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I think we need to make that clear/ 

18 Chairman/ I mean/ when. we talk about what is 

19 sustainable yield and what types of water are 

20 included in that. 

21 CHAIR MATEO: Uh-huh/ I ,agree. Members/ again/ thank you. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

This has been a long -- a long day for us. I would 

like to really thank Mr. Hardy and Mr. Tribble for 

joining us this morning/ making yourselves. 

available. Also/ Mr. Tengan/ Hiranaga/ Mr. Kushi/ 
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1 Mr. Miskae, thank you very much for being a part of 

2 the panel. 

3 Members, the Chair would like to make a note 

4 that at this particular point the Chair is looking 

5 at scheduling for the Committee's next meeting the 

6 water rules and regulations. We had just been -- we 

7 just received it yesterday. It's been -- it's been 

8 awfully eX,citing for us, almost six months in the 

9 coming, but we're happy we've got it now and that's 

10 what we're looking forward to. 

11 I would much rather have spent this 

12 afternoon -- or this morning being able to discuss 

13 means of averting designation. 'However, that's not 

14 the case. So we've heard a lot. We've gotten a lot 

15 of information. To the members, if you still have 

16 any questions that you would like to be addressed, 

17 please get it in to Staff by next week Friday and we 

18 will gladly forward them to Mr. Hardy and to 

19 Mr. Tribble and have them provide comments and 

20 responses to us. 

21 ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

22 CHAIR MATEO: So with that being said, again, thank you 

23 all very much for your patience. This meeting is 

24 adjourned. (Gavel) . 

25 ADJOURNED: 12: 12 p.m. 
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